
House File 471

AN ACT

RELATING TO PARENTAL RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE PAYMENT OF

REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES IN JUVENILE COURT OR APPELLATE

PROCEEDINGS RELATING TO A TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

PETITION AND THE AWARDING OF VISITATION WHEN A HISTORY OF

CRIMES AGAINST A MINOR IS INVOLVED, AND INCLUDING EFFECTIVE,

RETROACTIVE, AND APPLICABILITY DATE PROVISIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 598.41A, Code 2013, is amended to read

as follows:

598.41A Visitation —— history of crimes against a minor.

1. Notwithstanding section 598.41, the court shall

consider, in the award of visitation rights to a parent of a

child, the criminal history of the parent if the parent has

been convicted of a sex offense against a minor as defined in

section 692A.101.

2. Notwithstanding section 598.41, an individual who is a

parent of a minor child and who has been convicted of a sex

offense against a minor as defined in section 692A.101, is not

entitled to visitation rights while incarcerated. While on

probation, parole, or any other type of conditional release

including a special sentence for such offense, visitation shall

be denied until the parent successfully completes a treatment

program approved by the court, if required by the court. The

circumstances described in this subsection shall be considered

a substantial change in circumstances.



House File 471, p. 2

Sec. 2. Section 600A.6B, Code 2013, is amended to read as

follows:

600A.6B Payment of attorney fees.

1. A person filing a petition for termination of parental

rights under this chapter or the person on whose behalf the

petition is filed shall be responsible for the payment of

reasonable attorney fees for services provided by counsel

appointed pursuant to section 600A.6A in juvenile court or in

an appellate proceeding initiated by the person filing the

petition unless the person filing the petition is a private

child-placing agency as defined in section 238.1 or unless the

court determines that the person filing the petition or the

person on whose behalf the petition is filed is indigent.

2. If the person filing the petition is a private

child-placing agency as defined in section 238.1 or if the

person filing the petition or the person on whose behalf the

petition is filed is indigent, the appointed attorney shall be

paid reasonable attorney fees for services provided in juvenile

court or an appellate proceeding as determined by the state

public defender.

3. If the parent against whom the petition is filed appeals

a termination order under section 600A.9, subsection 1,

paragraph “b”, the person who filed the petition or the person

on whose behalf the petition is filed shall not be responsible

for the payment of attorney fees for services provided by

counsel appointed pursuant to section 600A.6A in the appellate

proceeding. Instead, the appointed attorney shall be paid

reasonable attorney fees as determined by the state public

defender from the indigent defense fund established pursuant

to section 815.11.

3. 4. The state public defender shall review all the claims

submitted under this section and shall have the same authority

with regard to the payment of these claims as the state public

defender has with regard to claims submitted under chapters 13B

and 815, including the authority to adopt rules concerning the

review and payment of claims submitted.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE UPON ENACTMENT. The following provision

or provisions of this Act, being deemed of immediate

importance, take effect upon enactment:

1. The section of this Act amending section 598.41A.

Sec. 4. RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY. The following provision

or provisions of this Act apply retroactively to an order or

decree involving child custody or visitation issued on or after
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July 1, 2000:

1. The section of this Act amending section 598.41A.
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